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Empirical Issues in Trade

Martina Magli, PhD

Requirements (Examination/Assignments/Attendance)

Please select the corresponding requirement for your course. In case of a bivalent course (doctoral class or reading
course) please select the requirement for both types (e.qg.: if the course is to be counted as doctoral class, doctoral
students need to present and hand-in a paper. If the course is to be counted as reading course, doctoral students
need to attend regularly). If your course shall be counted as MGSE Doctoral Class leave the field empty. The same
with the MGSE Reading Course: In case your course is no reading course leave the field empty.

For accreditation as MGSE Doctoral Class (field course) students have to:

sumit a (research) paper and give a presentation

For accreditation as MGSE Reading Course (optional course) students have to:

attend the course regularly

Schedule &Locations

The course is entirely in English. Preliminary meeting via Zoom (send an email to get the link) on 04.10.2022.
Lecture period: 10.01.2023 - 14.02.2023. Tuesday, Wednesday: 14:00 - 16:00

Paper writing period: 06.02.2023 - 06.03.2023

Paper submission deadline: 06.03.2023

Presentation: 13 - 14.03.2023

Organization of the Course

This course aims to introduce graduate students to the empirical literature of international economics and to help them to develop the necessary
tools to conduct independent research in the field. The course is structured as follows.
The first half (week 1-6) consists of a mix of lectures and STATA classes and introduces different topics covered in the course and their econometric

applications.
In the second half (week 7-12) the students carry their work independently replicating and extending a study published in a leading journal.

Course Requirements

All the material will be available on the Moodle page of the course including the reading list. Please send an email to
martina.magli@econ.Imu.de to gain access to the Moodle page.

We will build on Master-level knowledge of econometrics; having some knowledge of the main theoretical models of
International economics is a strong advantage.

If you want to review some of your knowledge:

International Economics:

“ Advanced International Trade: Theory and Evidence” Feenstra R.C. (2016), Princeton University Press.
Econometrics:

“ Mostly Harmless Econometrics” Angrist, J. and Pischke, S. (2008), Princeton University Press.
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Course Outline & Readings

1. Introduction (Week 1)

2. Firms in International Trade (Week 1)
3. Trade and the labour market (Week 2)
4. Geography of trade (Week 3)

5. Trade Policy Evaluation (Week 4)

6. Trade and Historical Data (Week 6)

Compulsory Reading (preliminary) :

David Autor, David Dorn, and Gordon H Hanson. (2013) "The China Syndrome: Local labor market
effects of import competition in the United States." American Economic Review, 103(6):2121-68

Dave Donaldson (2018) "Railroads of the raj: Estimating the impact of transportation
infrastructure." American Economic Review, 108(4-5):899-934,

Sandra Sequeira (2016) "Corruption, trade costs, and gains from tariff liberalization: Evidence from
Southern Africa." American Economic Review, 106(10):3029-63

Assessment:
Term paper (ca. 45,000 characters + do file) and presentation. Term paper consists of replicating
and extending a study published in a peer-reviewed journal.

Registration
Please register for the course in the MGSE registration tool.
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